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e CRUCIFY 

To crucify 4 

to execute-to Adana of-to get out of the way- ree, 

to put in solitary-to Leave an electric eo kad “day 
and night-‘ gt 

to sentence for {iferto order special ‘treatment,’ 


to do away witha destroy-to pas Se Th fice 


evict- ae ee A 
to threaten eviction-to do sgn, in. ae 
toy gpucity 
*, to provide - no. plate ‘to Layedto keep from learning a ome 
oe tradé we aan eereaedaneneeet ray) 


tO" ‘putin, an institution-to kick out! ‘of a resort- 

to be offeiided~ in“our esthetic sensibilities- 

to...be~ whable to bear ad sight of- ¢ 

“to not want our neighb ghee ruined-to gas 

on ‘chinity 

to send to a state woltere home-to fur into a 
eriminal- : 

to encourage dependency-to addict- ; 

to foster neurosis-to intimidate~ Bs 

to stupefy-to pull the rug from under’ 


d 


slice 


to cow-to brutalize H uA 
to crucify % s 
to forget-to conceal-to aot want to malke a fuss 
about- i % 


to repress-to not have known, about it- *% 
to consider it an isolated case- % 
to call it inevitable-to let ly happen 
to crucify 
to bump off-to silence for rood’, 
to bind and gag- sf Ls 
to deprive of language- 5 
to make deaf and dumb-to plug the: ve 
to put off with false hopes-to Bueerolsets eo gouge out 


H 


eyes- i 
to turn into consumers- os 
to blind~to stifle By 

to crucify A 


to prepare the final solution- 
to make conform to the values of soctety- 
to adjust-to execute A 


OF WAR AND LOVE by Dorothee Sé1le 
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MEXICO 


by Mike Colonnese 
Jan. 4, 1984 


There is simply something seriously wrong with 
Cchristianity's expression today. There always has 
been since it was founded by Christ, but throughout 
the ages Christian leaders have arisen and challen- 
ged the failure of Christianity's faithfulness to 
Jesus and his Word. There have been spiritual 
giants who challenged political and church leaders, 
and despite power and wealth, forced the Christian 
body to re-examine its life and return to a fidel- 
ity in Christ, But today that challenge comes not 
from leaders but from the masses, ‘and because it is 
a new kind .of challenge, no one listens to it, It is 
more authentic than the challenge of Francis and 
Dominic and Martin Luther and Catherine of Siena, It 
is not born of intellectual greatness but of simple 
faith. We find them, these witnesses to the true 
faith, in our jails because they challenged the 
nuclear policy of their country as a killer policy. 
ee eWe find them spending their lives serving the 
disenfranchised refugees from Guatemala who lan- 
guish in the fields of Chiapas. They are few, but 
they are there. And if there were an Inquisition 
today they would all be lined up for the stake. 
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MR. REAGAN DOES NOT BELIEVE IN HUMAN RIGHTS 
(letter not dated) 


That's the headline in the Jan, 11 edition of 
El Dia, one of Mexico's most prestigious newspapers. 
The story is written, however, by a North American, 
Peter Ford, of the InterPress Service, 

Mr. Ford states that Reagan’s policies in 1983 
contributed much more to the deterioration of 
human rights than to their protection, Three major 
groups have severely criticized and denounced 
Reagan's policies in the countries of his allies: 


The Committee of jurists for Human Rights, the Hel— . 


sinki Group and the Group of America, All show that 
Reagan has defended the violations of human rights 
in allied countries. Elliot Abrams,Director of 
Human Rights Affairs for the Reagan administration, 
takes the brunt of the criticism from these groups, 
but Reagan is named as the person ultimately respon- 
sible for the crimes. 

Martin Frankel, president of the Committee of 
Jurists says that this administration reacted with 
all vigor against violations of human rights in 
Eastern countries and Nicaragua but just as rapidly 
reacted to defend the violations in countries 
friendly to this administration, The Reagan admin- 
istration is also criticized for its unjust refugee 
policy-- its practice of only recognizing refugees 
from leftist regimes while ignoring those who 
escape death and torture under rightist regimes 
(which are the majority of countries which refugees 
flee), 78% of applications for refugee status from 
petitioners from the Soviet Union were accepted, 
but only 2% of those coming from El Salvador. And 
the report fails to mention that of the 2% from El 
Salvador, the majority are economically well-off or 
are military personnel. They are not those escaping 
the oppression of the Salvadoran government. 
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Mike Colonnese, a former resident of El Salvador, 


-now lives in Mexico and corresponds frequently with 


us on Central American issues. These are excerpts 
from several letters received from him in recent 
months. ~ 


Feb, 14, 1984 


The Department of State recentiy issued a 
document in which its so-called experts analyze the 
situation of human rights in the world. Over 1500 
pages are dedicated not to examining objectively 
this situation, but in typical Reagan fashion to 
justify Reagan's foreign policy by creating false 
impressions and deceiving. I am convinced that this 
administration is treating the American public as a 
mass of illiterates and incompetents. The only 
people who could be happy with this kind of maneu- 
vering are those whose interests (economic) are at 
stake, It has nothing to do with American interests 
(of the people), nothing to do with national secur- 
ity but all to do with corporations who want carte 
blanche to continue raping the poor of the world. 

This report proves beyond the shadow of doubt 
the lengths to which the Reagan administration is 
willing to go to identify its policies with a real- 
ity prefabricated on an ad hoc basis. 

The section on Latin America is where the a 
priori conclusions are most striking. For example, 
there is an obscene emphasis on the “efforts of the 
Salvadoran regime" to eliminate violence and the 
violations of human rights in that country. But on 
February 12, the Archbishop of El Salvador, who has 
much more reliable sources than the State Department, 
once again denounces the lies and deceptions of the 
Salvadoran government. During the very period covered 
by the report more than 100 persons each week have 
died as the result of right-wing death squad activ-— 
ity. Though it cannot be proved, the State Department 
provides voluminous information about “summary exe- 
cutions" in Cuba and the “arbitrary deprivation of | 
human life" in that Caribbean island. 

In Nicaragua, where elections have been called 
for the following year, where political parties for 
the opposition function freely, where there isa 
dissident press, the State Department document talks 
about the deterioration of human rights in 1982 and 
1983, On the other hand, Guatemala, which has pro- 
duced thousands of refugees in that same period, an 
uncounted number of deaths, kidnappings and disap- 
pearances, is described as a country where the re- 
sponsibility for death is “not clear"! This is a 
deliberate and conscious deception which the State 
Department is perpetrating on the American people. 
Who is responsible in Guatemala is more than clear 
to the victims but not to our sophisticated intelli- 
gence services. 

The pattern is consistent. Where there are dict— 
atorial regimes in power the State Department says 
the issue of human rights is improving. But where 
there are governments which truly represent the 
interests of the people, the situation of human 
rights is deteriorating. What a contradiction! 

History will prove, because of the reality 
which exists, that this administration has indulged 
in the worst kind of deception. It never examines 
the reality but rather fabricates the reports to 
justify its aggressive policies, The Kissinger 
Report is a classic example.of that kind of maneu- 
ver, But while this administration continues to in- 
dulge itself, what about the human lives which con- 
tinue to be lost because America does not address 
itself to the truth? Is the price of economic might 
and "national security" to be paid with the lives of 
the poor and innocent? 


CONTINUED. ON PAGE 5 


Lr | SUPPORT GROUP for women involved 
5 with priests. Contact Maggie Olson, 
a Box 4551, Des Moines, Iowa 50306, 
(37 cud? Phone (515) 243-0765 
3619 6th Avenue 
Des Moines, Ia. 
50313 
(515) 284-6119 


EMPTY ARMS: Support for parents 

experiencing miscarriage, still- 

birth or infant death. Contact 

Karly Beavers, 3633 48th Place, 

‘Des Moines, IA 50310, 

phone (515) 270-8764, , 
LL 


There will be an 
antiReagan demonstra- 
tion at the republi- 
can headquarters ,For 
more information call 
The Catholic Worker 
243-0765 or 243-7471 


Free workshop on Post-Traumatic 
Stress Disorder, Friday May 25, 
9 AM- 4 PM, Grand Ballroom of 
Hotel Savery, Des Moines. 


To participate in Iowa Agent 
Orange program, call toli-free 
1-800-532-3301, 


EVERYONE IS URGED to write letters 
of support to Soviet political 
prisoner Alexander Shatravka. He 
has been sentenced to 3 years in 
prison for the "crime" of circula- 
ting a petition for disarmament. 
Not all letters may reach him, but 
all will certainly be noted by 
Soviet authorities. Address: 


Alexander Shatravka oz eNS 
43-68-4 Ss 


Tyumenskaya Oblast he: 
USSR 


Vet Center has list of people 
and agencies providing free re- 
adjustment counseling services 
for vets and their families in 
Cedar Rapids, Cedar Falls, 
Waterloo, Coralville, Fort Dodge, 
Mason City, Adel and Moline, 


Vet Center in DM offers counseling 
x for wives and significant others 


. .. the light is present to all who} °F “°'S» Moncey ofsssnoms- 
silt 44 1 Female Nam-vets group orming. 
are willing to "encounter" or Slane tents. Mees. cto: 


WW H of 
experience it 2nd annual Vietnam Veterans Reunion 
May 26-28, Hotel Savery, Des Moines 


If you get any replies to your 
correspondence contact 

Helsinki Watch, 36 W. 44 St, 

Room 911, New York, NY 10036. 

For more info, contact 

California Group to Establish Trust 
Between US and USSR, Box 693, 


Subscribe to LASER, children’s peace 
newsletter for kids 9 to 15. 
Realistic yet hopeful, $10 for 10 


issues-- Teddy Milne. 


168 Bridge Rd. Be: 
Florence, MA 01060 aw 
wry 


WOMEN'S HOPE FESTIVAL 


The second Women's Hope Festival 
in Creston, IA will take place 

on May 13, 1984, It will open with 
a shared potluck meal at 12:00 in 
Rainbow Park in Creston, The meal 
ill be followed by a sharing of 
hopes, speakers and music. From 
the park we will march to Wellman 
Dynamics, maker of the fuselage 
for the Cruise missile, to make 


hope offerings for the future & 
to call for the industrial conver— eg 


SUMMER SACFEST 84, 

Proposed alternative nonviolent 
direct action at SAC hdqtrs near 
Omaha, Those interested contact 
Mike Sprong, Box 4551, Des Moines 
TA 50306, Phone (515) 243-0765 

or 243-7471, Would like to have 
planning meeting sometime in May. 


PLEASE WRITE TO YOUR 
CONGRESSMAN AND TELL 
HIM HOW YOU FEEL 
ABOUT THE "AID TO 

EL SALVADOR" (93MII.- 
LION DOLLARS IN MIL~ 
LITARY AID ) 


sion of the plant. We will return 
to the city park for a closing 
celebration. Men, women & children \ 
are invited to join us that day. 

For info contact Patti McKee, See 
Box 4551, Des Moines, IA 50306, 

{515) 243-0765, 


VIA PACIS is published every two 
months by the Des Moines Catholic 
Worker, Box 4551, Des Moines, IA 
50306, Telephone 515=243-0765 or 
243-7471, We maintain Lazarus House 
of Hospitality at 1317 8th St., a 
temporary shelter for women, 
couples and families, and Monsignor 
Ligutti Library and Peace and Jus- 
tice Center at 1301 8th St, 


The members ot our ccamunity are 


Russ Simmons 
David Stein 
Cindy Blake 
Patti McKee 
Donna Henderson 
Kris Wolffe 
Jim Harrington 
Maggie Olson 
Mike Sprong 
Nick McNamara 


Mass is celebrated every Friday 
at 7:30 PM at Lazarus House, 

1317 8th St. This is a great way 
to visit the Worker, 
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Al Ladder On The Ech Jor 


Jim Harrington 


Welfare and Personalism (Part 4) Postponed 


Writers Note: I write this article with the know- 
ledge that Dave will view it as a source of 
embarassment and maybe worse. I regret the 
discomfort to Dave but feel strongly that the 
example of faith he has given to we Catholic 
Workers is a light that should be shared with our 
greater community. 


Our editor Dave Stein is leaving us to live 
on the streets of Chicago. As his move is vol- 
antary, it may lend credence to President Reagan's 
contention that homeless people are in that cond~ 
ition by choice. If so, Dave figures the president 
needs all the credence he can get; in view of the 
shroud of deceit that surrounds his actions on 
both the foreign and domestic scene, 


David's pending departure does several things 

to the rest of our Catholic Worker community. It 
offers us some anticipated relief but also fills 

us with the knowledge that we suffer a deep loss. 
‘The relief is anticipated becasue David often leads 
us to the limits of our moral endurance. The loss 
comes from the realization that he has been our 
resident prophet. 


Like the prophets of old, David is not known 
as a "practical man." In a high tech society, 
he rejects involvment with any instrument con- 
taining more moving parts than a soup kettle. 
The typewriter is a notable exception. 


For most of us, who have had our judgement 
distorted by our exposure to the values of an 
acquisitive society, David's response to the 
accepted social arrangements is hardly more 
practical. During a meeting at our house the 
Towa Commissioner of Human Services described 
Davids views on personalism as sophomoric. 
David probably wouldn't mind being called naive 
but he doesn't like sophomoric because it implies 
he is involved at some level of formalized 
higher education. 


Now David is a believer in education but he 
holds in disdain the prepackaged learning dis- 
pensed through our educational establishement. 
He advises to those heading for college "Just 
don't let school interfere with your education." 


One day Dave answered a call from the-local 
welfare office asking us to take a family needing 
a place to stay. David explained that not only 
were all of our beds full, but all of our daven- 
ports as well. The caseworker became alarmed and 
asked "What can I do?" Practical or not, David 
offered this suggestion, 

"Take them home with you." The caseworker was 
shocked and said, "I couldn't do that." 

"Why not," inquired David, "you have a home 
don't you?" David simply believes in and practices 
the principle of sharing and expects nothing less 
from others. It is a matter of faith. 

Within our own community there are times one 
might hear a dialogue like this:- 

First frustrated staff member: "What happened to 
all the food that was in the pantry yesterday?" 
Second frustrated staff member: "David gave it 
away to people coming for groceries," 

First frustrated staff member: "What happened to 
the cheese in the refrigerator?" 

Third frustrated staff member: "David gave it 
away." 

First frustrated staff member: "Dammit David 

I was going to use that to make supper." 

David: "Someone will probably bring some more." 
Someone usually does. Its a matter of faith. 


In describing Cannery Row in old Monterey, Ca., 
John Steinbeck wrote-"Its inhabitants are as the 
man once said whores, pimps, gamblers, and sons 
of bitches, by which he meant everybody. Had the 


Rita Corbin 


man looked through another peephole he might have 
Said saints and angels and martyrs and holy men; 
and he would have meant the same thing," 


David hgs the capacity to see the world and its 
inhabitants through a different peephole, One 
untainted by deception or avarice or the quest 
for material security, or for power. But a peep- 
hole that offers a view with the clarity of 
faith. 


Abraham Heschel in his book The Prophets writes 
"Had a poet come to Samaria, the capital of the 
Northern Kingdom, he would have written songs 
exalting the magnificent edifices, its beautiful 
temples and worldy temples. But when Amos of Tekoa 
came to Samaria, he spoke not of the magnificence 


of palaces but of moral confusion and oppression, 


Dismay filled the prophet: "I abhor the pride of 
Jacob and hate his palaces" Amos cried out in the 
name of the Lord.” 


Today David Stein is just as uncompromising in 
his condemation of the temples to the gods of 
power and wealth being built in Downtown Des 
Moines and elsewhere. While the real temples of 
God, his people, go in large numbers neglected, 
cold, hungry, and often homeless in deteriorating 
neighborhoods, In like manner David loudly 
denounces the architects of our "gods of metal" 
and destruction built and sold to us in the name 
of peace by our industrial, military, and political 
leaders, 


David is not alone in this of course but what 
sets him aside is not so mich his depth of per- 
ception, but his adamant refusal to participate 
even marginally in social arrangements which 
provide the false gods wealth, power, security, 
and so-called wisdom in our society. Many of us 
have a sense of injustice about these arrangements, 
but our moral indignation is timid and fleeting. 
Not so with David. He is chronically outraged at 
the injustice of the idols he perceives around 
us, sometimes in our own Catholic Worker commmity. 


Our Catholic Worker staff views Lazarus House 
as our home, given to us by the extended community 
to be shared with those who come seeking food, 
shelter, and other hospitality. We advocate 
widespread adoption of this practice as a way of 
assisting those in need. David is one of our 
staunchest believers. 


But David embarks now on a more lonely and 
demanding mission of bringing personalism to the 
streets. He is leaving his home, his brothers 
and sisters, his bed and his place at our table 
to cast his lot with those whose homes are the 
streets. He will not be distracted from the 
pursuit of justice, by the comforts of our 
home while others still suffer. 

He may leave us with an empty pantry but our 
hearts are immeasurably fuller. 


. Shalom David, May God be with you. 


~ — bringing 
the 

" movement 

together 


Russell Simmons 


Qur movement has become a 
fractured puzzle, with a few 
pieces missing. With the 
zeal of the '60s forgotten 
in the passive '70s and the 


complete burn-out of the '80s, 


we find the old heavies 
raising children, holding 
-edown "responsible jobs" and 
sucking up to new establish- 
ments and systems of today. 


We are back to square one, 

in a lot of ways. And the 
recurrent danger is forgetting 
what we so painfully had been 
forced to learn, Eventually, 
things we will once again be 
required to re-learn. 


Yet from the epitomy of dis- 
pair there springs a well of 
hope. It bubbles, and is dis- 
regarded. It pushes back the 
grime, and still is unnoticed. 
Only in full flow will it be 
reckoned apparent by media 
"experts" and sicoal critics. 
Only when it cannot be ignored. 


Such a moment is upon us. 

And in all unlikely places, 
Towa, most of all. The '80s 
peace movement is building 
solidarity among the many 
causes of the Left. Together 
they will meet to challenge 

,our minds and spirits and call 

us to hope, to struggle, to 
fight again for a future. 


The Iowa Peace Chautauqua, 
borrowing its name from tent 
circuits of the early 1900's, 
will premier the Weekend of 
May 19 & 20 at Living History 
Farms, near Des Moines. In a 
decade when cause-oriented 
music is drowned out by punk 
and clash, Pete Seeger, father 
to American Folk, is returning. 
Holly Near, Ronnie Gilbert, 
Chilean exiles Inti Illimani, 


and hosts of satirists, humorists,- 
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Fritz Eichenberg 


Viet Nam vets, and famous 
speakers are planning to gather 
there with him. While few have 
heard much about the Chautauqua, 
thousands are already planning 
to attend---not just from Dds 
Moines, but from throughout the 
Midwest, and from areas along 
the coast. 


The program has slated contin- 
uous music and speeches from 
two naturally-created amphi- 
theaters and a smaller stage 
near the "Festival Field," 
dozens of movement-based work- 
shops, a film/video tent, a 
number of related exhibits, 
and issues tables with info 

on the many causes of our age. 


It is not another Woodstock. 
That is a moment we can only 
look back to and remember. 

But in our time, among the 
people of this decade, the 
Iowa Peace Chautauqua offers 
one of those few hopes for 
solidarity among the pieces 
of that broken jig saw puzzle. 


We are putting the movement 
back together again. It may 
be weak. It may be in a state 
of malaise. But it is a task 
made more difficult by every 
hour of delay. 


And people in Iowa have decided 
that they cannot wait any more. 
May 19 & 20 they will gather, 
sing together, talk together, 
camp together, listen together, 
and initiate once again that 
action called unity. Unity with 
a purpose, causes unforgotten. 
Hopes that cannot die. Dreams 
refusing to pass away. 


Write or call American Friends 
Service Committee/4211 Grand/ 
Des Moines/50312 (274-4851 ) 
for more information, 


a Beast called 


IOWA 


"And I stood upon the sand of the 
sea, and saw a beast rise up 

out of the sea, having seven heads 
and ten horns, and upon his horns 
ten crowns, and upon his heads the 
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On Saturday, April 28, in Pascagoula, 
Mississippi, the USS IOWA will be re- 
comissioned and fully prepared for duty. 
Like the beast it is, the IOWA shall 
rise up out of the sea after a 24 year 
rest in New Orleans, Prior to that rest 
the IOWA was the pioneer in its class 
of the most heavily protected Dread- 
noughts ever constructed. It was created 
primarily to combine high speed, tor- 
pedo launching capabilities, and defense 
against aerial attacks with greater dis- 
placement (thus providing more stability) 
while maintaining heavy firepower, 

And that extra stability will be 
needed when the monster battleship fires 
any of its new 300 Tomahawk cruise mis- 
sles, Harpoon cruise missles, and 4 
Vulcan-Phalanx weapon systems, All re- 
cently installed on the IOWA at a cost 
of over 500 million dollars (nearly 5 
times its original cost of 115 million 
in 1943.) 

The 45,000 ton behemoth has a draft 
of 28 feet, measures 887 feet overall 
and has a beam of 108 feet; standing 186 
feet from mast tip to keel,.It-has a 
steel skin which is 19 inches thick, 

When fired from one of its 16 mm guns, 
a 2,000 pound projectile (roughly the 
size of a Volkswagen) will strike tar- 
gets up to 23 miles downrage. Based on 
knowledge of the IOWA's first assignment 
off the coast of lebanon, we can be 
certain the targets for these horrific 
guns will be tiny Druse villages, re- 
lieving the USS NEW JERSEY of that most 
blasphemous act, Perhaps only too soon 
the IOWA will be pounding its death off 
the coastsof Nicaragua or El Salvador, 

But not everyone believes the USS 
IOWA is a beast of blasphemy, In fact, 
citizens of Pascagoula will participate 
in a sunrise Easter service with ships 
company aboard the IOWA, (Worshipping 
death on the day of life.) "The purpose," 
said city official Tom Meek, “is to let 
them know how much we appriciate their 
being here, and to wish them well as 


they get ready to depart for Lebanon." 


And thousands, an estimated 5-10,000 
people, will be on hand to cheer and 
clap the return of the beast called 
IOWA. Vice President George Bush will 
be there April 28th, representing the 
United States Government (the dragon 
which gave power unto the beast ). 

And Terry Branstad, the governor of 
Iowa, will also be in Pascagoula for 
the recomissioning ceremonies, Spouting, 
no doubt, such lies as "this is a great 
day for Iowa" and "on behalf of the 
people of Iowa, I send this ship out 
to sea with pride and honor." 

But I for one, Mr, Governor, am not 
proud nor honored the IOWA will maim 
and kill in my name, I am ashamed and 
disgusted this beast will swim again. 


(continued on page 11) 


LETTERS FROM MEXICO 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 


The worst violations of human rights in this 
hemisphere occur in Guatemala, El Salvador, Chile, 
Brazil, Uruguay, Paraguay and Haiti. The State De— 
partment report whitewashes these countries and their 
deplorable records because it is more convenient to 
the justification of economic rape and exploitation 
which American interests conduct in these countries, 

Sometimes I think it is better for the American 
people that they are not politically very literate. 
They would read all this drivel and then, because 
they lack a critical mentality, accept it as true, 
thus strengthening the lies and causing even more 
death than they are already unwittingly responsible 
for. 
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Feb, 16, 1984 


According to Luis Alberto Padilla, president of 
the Commission for Human Rights of Guatemala, 
since the military coup which brought General 
Mejia Victores to dictatorial power in Guatemala, 
there has been no change in the violations of 
human rights in that country. Because of pressure 
from the US State Department there have been some 
cosmetic changes and there is most certainly a new 
rhetoric about human rights, democratic élections, 
etc, but in reality the abuses continue, ... 

Padilla, who is a competent lawyer with post- 
graduate degrees, indicated that from August 10 to 
October 24, the first months of Mejia Victores’ dic- 
tatorship, the cases of detention and disappearances 
increased by 600% in comparison to the same period 
a year earlier, In November of 1983 the ex-rector 
of the University, Dr. Leonel Carrillo Reeves and 
the superior of the Franciscan religious community 
in Guatemala, Fr, Augusto Ramirez Monasterio, were 
assassinated, This sowed terror in the hearts of 
the academic and religious communities, which it 
was supposed to do. The terror in the countryside 
has also increased dramatically under the Mejia 
Victores regime. For example, last October the army 
revealed that 50 guerrillas died in combat in the 
Alta Verapaz region. It is quite unlikely that 50 
guerrillas died in one encounter. Not one was iden— 
tified and no photographs were taken as proof (some- 
thing always done) and as a means of families iden-— 
tifying loved ones. In that so-called "combat event" 
there was no one injured and no one taken prisoner, 


The army did not suffer one casualty, It is a pattern 
well-known by the campesinos, It wasn’t a combat 


event but a massacre, There are many witnesses to 
such events in the refugee camps of Chiapas, Mexico, 

The General Assembly of the United Nations cen- 
sured Guatemala in December 1983 for the violations 
of human rights in that country. The UN resolution 
manifested that international body's grave concern 
over the systematic and generalized violations by 
the Mejia Victores regime, The resolution was ap- 
proved by 80 votes in favor and only 15 opposed, 
The resolution was not sponsored by Russia or Cuba 
but by such countries as Sweden, the Netherlands, 
Austria, France, Canada, etc. All these countries, 
with the exception of a few, have embassies in ’ 
Guatemala which receive information on human rights: 
violations on a regular basis, 7 

Almost the entire world is aware of the gross 
violations of human rights in Guatemala, The US's 
present administration has chosen to revise recent 
history in Guatemala (and El Salvador and Nicaragua) 
and insists on talking about a non-reality, the 
“improvement of the human rights situation” in 
Guatemala and El Salvador (where the situation has 
not changed one iota) and the “deterioration of 
human rights" in Nicaragua (where the situation 
has improved beyond reproach since the Somoza dic- 
tatorship was overthrown). While the Reagan admin- 
istration justifies its bellicose policies in 
Central America, human beings are being tortured, 
disappeared and massacred by the brutal regimes in 
Guatemala and El Salvador (and now in Honduras), 
While innocent children are killed because they too 
are future "subversives", Reagan pretends to build 
Peace with guns, bombs, helicopters and the support 
of brutal military regimes, That's equivalent to 
seasoning the soup with strychnine, 
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Feb, 17, 1984 


The famous controversial airport in Grenada is 
being completed with American aid. If the airport 
was a menace to American security (that was the 
Reagan argument) then why is it being completed? 
The US maintained that the airport was not essential 
to Grenada, Why then isn't the construction being 
abandoned?... 

Military and other aid to El Salvador has become 
part of the patrimony of the rich andthe military 
power block, Isn't the US Congress going to take 
immediate and drastic steps as regards this blatant 
corruption? Or are they going to allow it to be 
swept under the rug-as they did the millions of 
dollars "misplaced" from the so-called Agrarian 
Reform Program money? The "misuse" of money (thiev— 
ery would be a more appropriate description), says 
the accounting firm of Arthur Young, is due toa 
lack of personnel and the fact that the present per- 
sonnel are being threatened to leave well enough 
alone, Is the US Congress going to: accept that 
flimsy report when millions of US tax dollars are 
being stolen by the rich of El Salvador?... 

Meanwhile back among the people, while these 
military and political and oligarchal persons 
feather their beds, continue with the oppression 
of the poor, innocent victims... continue to suffer 
and die. There is money for bullets but not for food 
for these little ones, There is money to fatten the 
accounts of the rich in El Salvador but no money to 
rectify the sin of the ages. This suffering, death 
and destruction calls out to heaven for vengeance, 
And the Lord says that vengeance is his, So be it! 
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Mr. Reagan is leading the campaign to restore 
prayer to the public schools....,0£ what good is it 
to teach children to pray as our country mutilates, 
rapes and kills all over the world? 
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by David Stein 


We at the Catholic Worker try our best to serve 
the poor as directly and intimately as we can. We 
share our own lives, our own food, our own living 
space with them. We babysit their children and 
mediate their disputes. When, for reasons of our 
own physical or emotional limitations, we have to 
place limits on how much of our time, space and 
energy we will share, it is not without a certain 
sadness and soul-searching on our part. : 

We live at the Catholic Worker because this ~ 
approach seems natural, obvious, self-evident. Some- 
times we forget how incomprehensible our lifestyle 
is to most people in our society. Of course, we know 
all about the right-wingers, the Republicans, the 
aggressive capitalists who profit from the exploit- 
ation of others and who will gladly let anyone starve 
who does not fit their model of a “productive" 
citizen, But we are inclined to expect more under- 
standing, empathy, compassion, and even a certain 
moral courage from the liberal clergy, social work-— 
ers, and members of mainstream charities who are 
often entrusted with the support systems on which 
many of the poor depend for survival. We somehow 
expect them to have consideration for the human 
dignity of the poor. We somehow expect them to har- 
bor in their hearts a certain passion for truth and 
justice, We somehow expect them to strive to live by 
the ideals of their creeds, and even to risk their 
own substantial comfort, security, respectability 
and prestige in doing so. In this we are disappoint- 
ed again and again and again. I will discuss an 
institution ironically named "Our Community Kitchen" 
as an example, 

Our Community Kitchen was started a couple 
of years ago as a response to the hunger problem 
in Des Moines, serving a free afternoon meal at 
several locations around town, A great idea. At 
a glance, there are several ways in which OCK 
differs from a Catholic Worker personalist approach 
to feeding people. Decisions are made by a Board, 
made up of a number of clergy people, social work- 
ers and other "professionals", among others. As 
far as I can see, very few of the Board members 
ever actually make an appearance at one of the 
OCK serving sites, 4 director is paid for prepar- 
ing the meal, delivering it to the various sites, 
and recruiting volunteers from churches and the 
like to serve the meal, OCK gets money from Polk 
County, and from United Way and other status quo 
charities. 

Recognizing that any effort that feeds the 
hungry contains an inherent justice and deserves 
support, I have been a regular volunteer at OCK's 
site in the county building at 19th and Carpenter 
Avenue, even though things were never done there 
the way I would do them if it were up to me (such 
as the wasteful and ecologically damaging practice 
of using disposable styrofoam plates), I emphasize 
this so that the reader does not think that I am 
totally rigid and uncompromising. I have been serving 
dinner at OCK every Friday for over a year. A few 
weeks ago I quit. e 

I quit because of the adoption by the Board of 
Our Community Kitchen of a number of so-called 
"health regulations" which I consider to be unneces- 
sary, absurd, and dehumanizing and insensitive to the 
people who eat there, Volunteers serving the meal are 
now required to wear plastic gloves at all times. 
Bread and butter or peanut butter can no longer be 
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placed on the counter for the people to serve them=- 
selves, but must be buttered behind the counter and 
then handed across the abyss to the "client" (the 
word makes me gag) with gloved hand. There are a few 
other things, but for me the focal point of my resist- 
ance was my absolute refusal to wear the gloves, 

After the regulation began to be enforced, Mike 
Sprong and I had long discussions with several Board 
members on the subject of the gloves. They all spoke 
of matters involving image, conformity, expediency, 
fund raising and volunteer recruitment. But almost 
nothing was said by any Board member about the 
PEOPLE WHO EAT AT OUR COMMUNITY KITCHEN. They are 
the forgotten detail. When Mike and I raised the 
issue of human dignity to the Board members, it was 
as though we were speaking Tibetan, I will try to 
explain this issue to the readers of Via Pacis in 
the hope of doing better, 

1. The gloves are a striking emblem of the 
separation of server and servee. They perform the 
function of all uniforms, that of defining role and 
rank, I, the server, am the benevolent do-gooder 
dropping my crumbs from on highs you the servee are 
the wretch "less fortunate than I" who is to 
grateful for this good deed of mine, 

In reality, almost every time that I showed up 
at OCK to serve, I was the only scheduled volunteer 
there. All the other work (and there is plenty of 
it) was done by people from the food line itself, 
who had come there to eat, They crossed the counter 
and helped out because it needed to be done. I 
couldn't have done it without them. I daresay this 
is a lot less likely to happen now, 

2. The gloves are unnecessary. I have repeat= 
ediy offered to wash my hands in the presence of 
anyone who wants to watch, but no one has taken me 
up on it. No one has suggested that I, or any of the 
volunteers, is dirty. As far as I know no one has 
ever gotten sick from eating any of the thousands 
of meals OCK has served. True, there is a chance 
that some disease may be transmitted, much as there 
is a chance of being struck by a meteorite the next 
time you step outside, 

3. I charge that the gloves, hairnets, aprons, 
gas masks, mechanical arms and whatever else they 
dream up, are in fact profound symbols of an atti- 
tude toward the poor. The poor, and particularly 


the homeless, are the lepers, the untouchables of 
our society, and the rich (be they "conservative! 
or “liberal") have a tremendous vested interest in 
keeping the poor at as great a distance as possi- 
ble. The difference between conservative and 
liberal is only a disagreement on the technique of 
achieving this. The conservative relies on armies 
and police forces; the liberal relies on social 
welfare programs. The goal is the same: keeping the 
poor from breaking down the door of the rich person's 
mansion and making off with the rich person's ill- 
gotten privileges, 

I have often looked at the people who came to 
eat at 19th and Carpenter, and reflected on the way 
that places like soup kitchens offer them a semblance 
of community in their often lonely lives, People 
can meet and discuss the latest news, can laugh to- 
gether, while sharing the universal sacrament of a 
communal meal. They can pitch in and work together. 
They can show their worth to the world. 

I remember reading somewhere that men and women 
do not live by bread alone. Is it too much to ask 
that Des Moines® liberals acknowledge this, and do 
something about it? 


Cabbage Patch Tax 


by Karl Meyer 


In 1983 the Internal Revenue Service 
began imposing a $500 civil penalty for 
“filing a frivolous income tax return" on many 
people who make religiousand political protest 
Statements on income tax returns, based on Consti- 
tutional claims and claims of conscience, 

When the IRS began to penalize people merely 
for expressing religious an@ political beliefs on 
an income tax form, they made a big mistake, They 
began to put new ideas for resistance into people's 
heads, These are the ideas that came into my head, 
and this is what I am doing about it, 

First, on October 10, 1983.1 took a 1040 US + 
Individual Income Tax Return form for 1982; across 
both sides of it, I wrote a long letter with magic 
marker, in which I stated a number of religious 
and political claims about right to life, with 
reference to my religious and Constitutional prin- 
ciples. I included no information about my income. 
I mailed this letter to Roscoe L, Egger, Jr., the 
Commissioner of Internal Revenue in Washington, DC. 

On December 13, 1983 the IRs responded with a 
penalty assessment for $500 “under Section 6702 of 
the Internal Revenue Code for filing a frivolous 
income tax return." Of course I do not intend to 
pay that penalty, ever, and I do not intend to 
slink away in silence and never bother the IRS with 
my thoughts again, : 

Instead I intend to file daily income tax 
returns for each day of 1983, My net income from my 
work as a carpenter in 1983 will be reported and 
distributed on 365 returns, at an average of about 
$38 a day. Each return will be addressed and mailed 
to a different employee or office of the IRS, so 
that the message will get around very widely there, 
In addition, a copy of the daily return will be 
sent each day to a different newspaper, magazine, 
public officeholder, politician, peace organization 
or friend, so that the message of war tax refusal 
will get around very widely to the general public, 
The text of each return will include some descrip-— 
tion or statement about victims and consequences of 
US military programs worldwide. In the text I will 
make reference to attached documentation ‘and 
sources, and then I will attach a copy of the 
documentation to the return, so that if the TRS 
ever prosecutes me or brings me to court, the 
returns and the attached documents can all be 
legally introduced as evidence. Each return will 
conclude with a refusal to pay taxes for militarism, 

in some cases I may add a footnote Suggesting 
appropriate sources for extra income for the IRS, 
for example: 

“Henry Kissinger, a prominent North American 
celebrity, believes in sending hundreds of millions 
of dollars in military aid to the murderous govern— 
ment of El Salvador, without even enforcing condi- 
tions that would require respect for human rights, 
He has enriched himself by writing about his crimes 


as National Security Adviser and Secretary of State 
under Richard Nixon, Why don*t you go to see him? 
Perhaps he will agree to pay a larger share toward 
his proposals, to make up for what I do not pay, 
since he believes in them so strongly." 

If the IRS assesses taxes and imposes penalties 
upon me for "filing frivolous tax returns" I will 
openly refuse to pay. If the IRS imposes a penalty 
for each of my 365 returns, the total assessment 
May rise to more than $180,000 which, needless to 
say, I will not pay. If the Irs chooses to prose- 
cute me for some criminal offense, such as “willful 
failure to pay tax" under Section. 7203 of the Inter- 
nal Revenue Code, I will introduce all my returns, 
and the documents attached, as evidence before a 
jury. If the IRS summons me to provide additional 
information about sources of income, location of 
collectible assets, or other matters, I will invite 
representatives of peace and justice organizations 
to visit them with me ana attempt to present further 
evidence about the victims and consequences of US 
militarism worldwide, t will of course decline to 
produce details on my sources of income or personal 
assets. If the IRs attempts to ignore me, I will 
continuously publicize the fact that by vigorous 
advocacy on the issue of how tax money is used, I 
have scared them away from enforcing the tax laws 
against me, 


Resistance 


I invite all other Americans who are concerned 
about the-threat of militarism, to unite in 
Similar actions, 

I have been refusing to pay war taxes for 25 
years. For most of those years I never filed any 
tax returns at all, but I was often publicly active 
about my refusal, For many years the IRS hounded me 
with sporadic attempts to collect taxes claimed, 

In 25 years they succeeded in collecting about $168, 
In 1971, at the height of the Vietnam war, they im- 
prisoned me for nine months of a two-year sentence, 
as a ringleader of a mass movement ‘to defeat the 
tax withholding system by claiming extra allowances 
on W-4 Withholding Allowance Certificates, That 
movement is still vigorous andq widespread today, 

After my release in 1972,. the IRS gave up on me, 
One might say that we have had a kind of peaceful 
accomodation for the last 11 years. I didn't bother 
them too much,. and they stayed away from me, 

Meanwhile, they went on collecting money from 
all the people who are easier to deal with, and US 
programs of militarism and murder went on, largely 
undisturbed by me, 

Today the US government, under Ronald Reagan's 
leadership, is escalating Preparations for nuclear 
holocaust at an unheard-of Yate of spending, The us 
is again involved in a murderous war, this time 
against the people of tiny countries in Central 
America, The Savagery of this war disturbs me deeply, 
as did the Vietnam war, 


You GET 


This is my declaration that the gloves ara 


‘ coming off again. While the IRS continues to 


finance war against the people of Central America 
and preparations for nuclear holocaust, they are 
going to at least feel me nipping at their heels 
again, : 

We cali this "Cabbage Patch Tax Resistance" 
because all of the 365 returns will be similar, 
but each will be unique, and each will go asa 
gift of ideas to a different Person, at IRS and 
among the public at large, If 1000 People were to 
join me in this, there would be 365,000 protest 
returns going to practically everybody at the IRS, 
and 365,000 copies going to people and periodicals 
all over the country. f 

It is important to understand that this "cabbage 
patch" tactic is not a joke or a gimmicks One of its 
geals is to increase public awareness of military 
tax resistance, but it is also a serious experiment 
in methods of Gandhian resistance to state control, 
exercised through computerized electronic informa- 
tion systems as it is already in the year 1984, in 
the age of the computer, 

In a second article, to be entitled "Satyagraha 

in 1984" JT will explore the strategic reasoning 
behind the "cabbage patch" tactic, 
Karl Meyer Jan, 21, 1984 
1460 W. Carmen 
Chicago, IL 6064d 
(312) 784-8065 
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ONE AFTERTHOUGHT: We could buy Cabbage Patch dolls. 
We could get Social Security numbers for them. 

(The Social Security Administration wants babies to 
have Social Security numbers from birth.) We could 
file multiple tax returns in their names. Who would 
be liable for the taxes? Who would be liable for 
the penalties? 
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Faith and weapons 


by Frank Cordaro 


(reprinted from the Report of Minnesota Clergy and 


Laity Concerned, Spring 1984.) 


I have been in the peace effort for over eight 
years. Not a long time, but long enough to know the 
lay of the land. I have worked with many of the local 
and national peace organizations, attended and given 
workshops at several national and: eligious conferen- 
ces, brought speakers on the issue of peace and non- 
violence to our area. I have been a faithful follower 
of the yearly peace calendar, hitting the streets on 
tax day, Holy Week, Mother's Day, and Holy Innocents 
Day. I have served a total of ten months in jail for 
different acts of truth witnessing. But, despite all 
your work and all my work, we are not doing enough. 
The arms race continues unabated. That's a fact. 

This summer I visited Phil Berrigan and Liz 
McAllister at Jonah House (a resistance community). 
Jonah House was celebrating its tenth year of resist— 


on this as Phil is. Dr. Rollo May in the Feb, 1982 
issue of SALT magazine cited a Gallup poll that found 
seven out of ten Americans fear there will be an all- 
out atomic war within ten years, I'd say we are the 
first generation to have the full knowledge of our 
own self-destruction. This is a new twist to the 
Genesis story, for we now know a nakedness no other 
generation has known. The US Catholic bishops clearly 
state in their peace pastoral, "Nuclear war threatens 
the existence of our planet; this is a more menacing 
threat than any the world has known.. It is neither. 
tolerable nor necessary that human beings live under 
this threat, But removing it will require a major 
effort of courage, intelligence and faith." Pope John 
Paul II said in Hiroshima, “From now on it is only 
through a conscious choice and through deliberate 


ance work. The last couple of years they have commit- 
ted to Plowshare-type actions-- acts of disarmament. 
I remember asking, Phil, why Plowshares actions? Phil 
believes there are only two to three more years left 
to affect the arms race before it is too late. Based 
on the development and deployment of the current new 
weapons systems, and the thrust for superiority by 
both superpowers, we may soon be reaching the point 
of no return where inertia alone will take us to 
annihilation. Phil says there is no more time left 
for education. He also feels that neither a different 
person in the White House nor bargaining efforts nor 
international disarmament conferences will change the 
course of events. In other words, he believes that 
only individual responsible action will cause change, 

I know Phil Berrigan to be a man of faith. His 
reasoning is a statement of faith. We, who claim 
Christ, must believe the arms race can be stopped 
and thus nuclear annihilation prevented. Our actions 
must match our faith, or else our faith is false. 
This line of reasoning makes for sound, faithFULL 
living. To trust God will avert the nuclear holo- 
caust, but not to act in a manner that measures up 
to this trust, is to ‘to unfaithfully put God to the 
test (Mt. 4:7). 

My visit to Jonah House forced me to ask myself, 
"How much time do we have?" I am not so clear-sighted 
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BY -- NICK McNAMARA 


policy that humanity can survive." I believe this 
knowledge has changed time itself. We have outgrown 
war. We can no longer accept war. What we need now is 
to create the will to leave this behind us. 

I see Plowshare actions as a challenge to the 
peace movement, I have often called the US peace 
movement the “bourgeois tip of the world's revolution- 
ary movements", We have a demonstration during the 
day, and that same night we are having pizza and beer 
and reviewing .our press coverage, Our brothers and 
sisters in the Third World and behind the Iron Curtain 
make modest statements of peace and justice, and risk 
their futures and their lives. Phil Berrigan is 
simply asking us to act in good faith, Considering 
the lack of progress toward true disarmament, and the 
degree of despair among the American people to effect 
change, it is important that the peace movement re- 
assess its efforts. 

I have been asking myself since my visits to 
Jonah House, how am I risking my life for peace? Am I 
putting my future on the line, betting my future 
against the bomb? Does this mean non-violent resist- 
ance? If not now, when? The price for human growth is 
human life, It is the most precious gift we have. How 
we use our life will make all the difference in 
the world. 


I've often wondered why psople can't cet 
slong in tis world-especially those seople that 
call themselves frristians. Why can't all of 
the so-called Christians realize that we have 
brot*ers and sisters in Christ in Fussia-and yet 
they vote for increased military soending to 
bitid bomhs to blow them (our hrathers and 
sisters in Christ) off the face of the earth. 
why can't middle-class Christians realize that 
they are the cause of starvation in third-world 
countries? We insist on building bigger and 
better churches with millions of dollars that 
we could be sending to third-world countries 
to assist with the moblem of starvation. What 
could be 2 better Ceo to Christ? I guess 
that I just wonder why eal! the hypocrisy? 

We preach the gospel but - many of us don't live 
it. When will we ever allow Christ to truly 
redeem us from ourselves? 


In Him-Cindy 


Inside 
“The 
Belly 
of The 
Beast 


by Bernie Prokop 


The day before, meeting with Mike & Dave at 
Lazarus House basement. Cindy, Jim Johnson and my- 
self-- not knowing if it was possible for me-- 
discussed our strategy. Mike, a veteran of the 
last time, filled us in as to the procedure. Being 
asked to leave by Des Moines' finest was what we 
thought would happen, 

Calling me around 1:00 on entering day, Mike 
asked if it was go for me. Think he was as happy 
as I when I told him yes; that made five for sure. 
For about an hour before, my spirit started float- 
ing and stayed that way for several days. 

For the 2:30 meeting there were 11 high- 
spirited, committed people for one cause: to enter 
Veterans’ Auditorium and heckle Reagan and his 
cohorts, this day February 20, 1984, 

After standing in line for about two hours, we 
finally went through the metal detector, which I 
don't think was working, and up in the balcony 
looking for front-row seats. Not noticing any, 
grabbed some by the exit close to me (second best), 
Cindy and Jim did the same at two more since we had 
three banners to unfurl and let Raygun see them. 

Mike, Dave and Casper found front-row seats, 

a straight eye-shot for Raygun while talking to his 
flunkies, really heightened my spirit. 

Cindy, upon seeing one seat at the end of a 
row, and Jim asking about the other found that both 
were empty. Jim asked if all could move to the left 
so they could sit together (and unfurl their banner 
when the time came). 

Nick found one for us, but it was on the side, 
We stayed at the exit, which turned out to be 
frightful. Being joined by Theresa, Dottie, Nick 
and Steve helped me feel more comfortable inside 
the belly of the beast, 

. Won't bore you with the pre-speeches by Jepsen 
and others, We all know what a drag they are, and 
the kind of rhetoric they use in things like the 
GOP Pre-—Caucus Kickoff. Even Raygun on the radio, 
Why doesn't he get here so we can yell at him. Oh, 
my patience was wearing thin, Had to hold it or 
blow it. " 

Then the moment of flutter, Raygun at Vets. 

Our little group by the exit were the only ones not 
standing for him, with people behind us telling us 
to stand up. We just ignored them. Why should I 
stand for him? I thought, he wouldn't stand for me 
if he was in a room and I entered it. He doesn't 
care about me or the poor or homeless. 

A few minutes into his speech Cindy and Jim 
unfurled their banner over the balcony railing. 
DISARM REAGAN it read. Nothing is happening to 
them, No Secret Service nor Des Moines’ finest. So 
they just hold it over the railing. Within a few 
more minutes Nick's and my eyes meet and out he 
brings our banner which reads REAGAN LIES, Still no 
Secret Service nor police move in on us, although 
they are everywhere. 


Looking at Mike, Dave, Casper and Jim Lynch 


unfurling their banner almost sent me to laughter. 
IMPEACH G.O.P. WAR CRIMINALS it read. Raygun and 
the others had to have seen these sheet-size 
banners. 

With tension and other emotions rising inside 
me, wondering what's next, all of a sudden Dave 
stands up and yells, "You murdered 40,000 civilians 
in El Salvador! God have mercy on your soul!" Now 
the SS and police move in. An SS man told him to 
sit down. Listening to alli the boos while Raygun 
stopped just appalled me. When Dave sat, Mike 
shouted something about poor and homeless, and 
Casper too, More boos and I stand and shout for 
the poor and homeless, not having heard Mike over 
all the boos. There, that helped somewhat. No more 
yells since police and more SS men moved into the 
exit area. 

Now a quote from Daves 


I learned a lot inside Vets' Auditorium. First 
I learned from the speeches of the Republican dig- 
nitaries there, how much the Right is trying to 
monopolize God and religion in order to gain the 
support of the basically well-meaning people of 
America. There was endless rhetoric about prayer 
in school, the piety of our Founding Fathers, ad 
nauseam. We people of faith who would oppose the 
Right and avert the impending holocaust must show 
by our words and deeds of faith, that the Right 
does not own God. 

And then, after it was all over and we were 
trying to get out of the place alive, a young woman 
came up to us and said she was a student from 
Brazil, now studying here in Iowa, who had come 
to the rally only because her friends from her 
history class were crazy about Reagan. She thanked 
us for telling the truth about US imperialism in 
Latin America. Perhaps now she will feel empowered 
to speak out on her own to her friends. This exper- 
ience reiterates to us how important it is to 
speak out as often and as loudly as we can, because 
other people, who may have thought themselves all 
alone, become inspired and empowered by our example. 


..«eWe who were by the exit-- at least me-- had 
a rough way to go. This was one time the cops were 
on our side whether they realized it or not. I was 
showered with popcorn on my front side and Coke on 
my back side while telling this bulldog-looking 
character who's calling me a commie and telling me 
to step outside, "NO thank you, I'm comfortable 
here." All this time playing tug-of-war over the 
banner with some crazies going down the stairs. 
Finally we gave the banner to them. Maybe they'll 
display it in a living room somewhere. Who knows, 
the banner that reads EAT THE RICH which was used 
in the demo outside is in a living room close by. 

We joined the rest of our party and found that 
only one banner made it back with us, the "GOP 
War Criminals" one. At least we didn't get digested 
by the beast and locked up. Sure felt good while it 
lasted. Look forward to the next, and seeing you 
there. 


9 


| 


The | 


by Jim Harrington 


Food is such a taken-for-granted commodity 
in our society that few worry about it except in 
terms of making choices while shopping or preparing 
menus. For a significant minority, however, the 
prevailing worry is not about what to have for 
dinner but whether there will be dinner, 

The Iowa Dept. of Human Services recently com- 
pleted a study which concluded there are at least 
130,000 Iowans experiencing hunger. This is about 
4 1/2% of our population. 

~ The chief reasons for their immediate plight 
are that federal requirements for food stamps have 
become so restrictive that many needy people are 
no longer eligible, or else the amount they receive 
has been so reduced that they run out of food long 
before the end of the month, Others find using the 
program so degrading that they go hungry rather 
than face the embarassment. 

Gov. Terry Branstad, commenting on the study, 
says the problem is of such magnitude that the 
private sector (presumably the churches) should 
tackle it because the various levels of government 
are all broke. 

There is almost 3 trillion dollars of personal 
income, nearly $11,000 per capita, floating around 
this country, but when it comes to doing anything 
about the needs of the poor, no one seems to have 
any of it, especially big government, big business 
and the rich. But pardon my distraction, that is 
not the purpose of this article. 

The point is there are 130,000 hungry Iowans, 
probably 15,000 here in Polk County, and government 
isn't planning to do anything about it. The 
churches here, through the Des Moines Area Religious 
Council, have been trying to do something by col- 
lecting money and food in 140 religious congrega- 
tae kod Sunday of every month. Their pri- 
mary outlet for this food is a series of food 
pantries but the Council also gives food to several 
facilities such as ours that serve meals to people 
in need, - 

Last year the total value of food distributed 
by the Council was $150,000. This seems a sizable 
amount (about $1000 anually for each participating 
congregation) but when it is divided up among 
15,000 hungry people it averages out to only $10 
per year per hungry person. 

Officials of the Counciltell us their estab- 
lished purpose has been to relieve infrequent food 
shortages that people might experience in their 
own home, But cutbacks in federal nutritional 
programs and other economic woes afflicting low- 
income people have created a situation where food 
shortages and emergencies are now common and often 
daily occurrences for many. The food pantries are 
totally unprepared to cope with that reality. 


The experience of the Catholic Worker community 
is comparable, Traditionally we have assisted people 
coming to our door for food packages, but in the 
past these requests were occasional. In the past 6 
months, however, the number of people coming to our 
door has mushroomed so that we now have 12 to 15 
requests daily for food packages, many for families 
that have 6 to 8 members. As a result about 3/4 of 
the food we obtain for Lazarus House is given out 
to supplement people in their own homes. . 

Last summer we began receiving contributions 
of food from the Des Moines Area Religious Council 
to supplement contributions we received tradition- 
ally from individuals, church groups and other 
sources. As demand for food for non-residents of 
Lazarus House increased, our search for food from 
all sources, including the Council, also increased, 
By midwinter the Council gave us as much as 2000 
items in a one-month period. At an average value of 
50 cents per item this amounted to approximately 
$1000 worth of food given to us by them in a month, 
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In terms of the approximately 50 meals served 
daily at Lazarus House this is a lot of food, But 
in terms of meeting the needs of people coming to 
us for food packages, this amount does not go far. 
One filled grocery bag we estimate conservatively, 
contains $10 worth of plain food. Fifteen of these 
bags daily amount to $150. On that basis, by the 
end of the month we have given away $4500 of food. 
Of course, we can't do this every day, because in 
spite of increased contributions there are many 
days our pantry becomes completely bare and we sadly 
turn people away with perhaps no more than a couple 
of loaves of bread. We cannot give what we do 
not have. 

Representatives of DMARC tell us they are 
anxious for the food pantries (their primary out- 
lets) to do more to meet this need but as explained 
earlier, they are working from a very limited base 
of support. They have determined that their allo- 
cation of food items to us will have to be limited 
to no more than 1000 items a month (about half of 
what we had been getting) in order to make resources 
available to their food pantries. We do not object 
to that because we agree that the food pantries need 
to do more but they can't do it without having 
resources available either. We are seriously con- 
sidering withdrawing completely from the DMARC pro- 
gram because it seems that any contribution we 
receive deprives the food pantries of needed food 
and "robs Peter to pay Paul". . 

The bottom line, of course, is that no matter 
who does it or how the food is distributed, you 
can't meet the needs of 15,000 hungry people with 
$15,000 a year. Sorry about that, Terry. Either the 
private sector will have to multiply its efforts 
many times over or else we will continue living 
with the knowledge there are 15,000 hungry people 
in Polk County. Taking a couple of cans of beans to 
church every third Sunday will not fulfill our per- 
sonal responsibility. 


In the meantime we ask our readers to bring us 
as much food as you can or as much money as you can 
(designating it for food) and we guarantee you it 
will be promptly distributed to hungry people. We 
can attest to the fact that the problem of hunger 
is with us. We see much too much of it every day. 
We make no pretense we will alleviate the problem 
for the 15,000 victims in Polk County, but we do 
not want to endure having to turn away empty- 
handed those who come to our door. 
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The US is "standing tall" in 1984; American troops and US weapons are bringing death and 
destruction to the people of Lebanon, Grenada and Central America, while the Pentagon is perfect- 
ing plans for a first-strike and protracted nuclear war. 

We cannot allow this global terrorism to continue. The arms race is perpetuated not only by 
Washington, or even by the top corporations and banks. The arms race depends on workers to build 
the weapons, on soldiers to use them, and on people to support the daily preparations in their 
communities, including the payment of war taxes. We, the people, the workers, men and women in 
uniform, must disarm the military before they launch World War III. 

Here on an island in the middle of the Midwest is the Arsenal, overflowing with rifles and 
howitzers, and planning nuclear war by computer 24 hours a day. We call for a regional direct 
action: “PROJECT DISARM”: to shut down the Rock Island Arsenal on Monday, June 4, 1984, 


THE ARSENAL AND PROJECT REARM; 


INTERVENTION: Rock Island Arsenal is the US military’s largest manufacturing arsenal, producing 
small arms, machine guns and howitzers, 40% are sold to US-backed regimes including £1 Salvador, 
Lebanon, Jordan, Saudi Arabia and the Phillipines. Currently underway is "Project Rearm"-- a 
multimillion dollar modernization program which will “ensure the Arsenal's ability to produce 
military hardware in an emergency while private industry converts to military needs," 

NUCLEAR AND CHEMICAL WARFARE: Rock Island is the headquarters for the US Army Armament, Munitions 
and Chemical Command (AMCCOM) which manages inventory, assembly and transport of the nuclear and 
chemical stockpiles, prepares for emergency airlift of the weapons, and keeps the computer records 
on the US nuclear arsenal. AMCCOM has an annual budget of $9 billion: twice that of the state of 
Illinois and 4 times that of the state of Iowa. 

UNEMPLOYMENT: The Quad Cities area (Davenport and Bettendorf in Iowa and Rock Island and Moline 

in Illinois) reflects the military economy of the US in microcosm. The Arsenal is a thriving island 
of over 9000 jobs in a sea of mass unemployment. The Quad Cities area, with a population of 400,000, 
is the world center for the agricultural equipment industry. International Harvester, John Deere, 
Caterpillar and Case have now laid off large numbers of their.workers. Monopolization of US agri- 
culture (meaning less farmers to buy equipment) and automation have created structural unemploment; 
these workers may never return to their jobs. The Arsenal is the only industry in the area that is 


expanding. 
REGIONAL DIRECT ACTION 


We are calling for effective, nonviolent direct action that prevents war production and plan- 
ning for as long as possible: several hours, a day, or a week. The Arsenal is located on a small 
island (1 mile x 1/4 mile) in the Mississippi River with only three narrow bridges. The island 
holds an open complex of over 50 major buildings with wooded areas, and testing ranges on one end, 
All access to the Arsenal could be obstructed. 

Autonomous action groups employing diverse and creative tactics could be coordinated to achieve 
maximum effectiveness. Large numbers of police will be on hand to make sure the Arsenal remains 
effective, and not us. "Stationary" groups might block key bridges and roadways. "Mobile™ groups 
might seek to effect smaller, roving blockades without immediately or necessarily being arrested, 
stopping traffic at points less mobbed by police, further away from the entrances. Pcifists and 
non-pacifists in the organizing are united in attempting to apply effective, nonviolent tactics 
which involve as many people as possible, Many people will be needed to support the blockade. 
Legal and media work, communications and transportation, and legal protest the day of the action 
will be necessary. 

All Midwest anti-war groups are welcome to participate and help plan all phases of the action. 
Groups should not drop local plans for the spring, but rather should make this action an equal 
priority. 1£ the Arsenal organizing focuses regional attention on nuclear war, intervention and 
unemployment as integrally related issues, we have the potential to involve huge numbers of new 
people in the movement. This will build all our local efforts following June. The regional coopera- 
tion and coordination that goes into the Arsenal action can be expanded and built on immediately 
to increase the effectiveness of our local actions across the Midwest: at SAC, Honeywell, Williams 
International, ELF, Northrop, General Dynamics, McDonnell-Douglas and the many other military— 
industrial centers. 


LOCAL AND REGIONAL OUTREACH 


We must do a tremendous amount of outreach for this action in a short amount of time. Bringing 
large numbers of people willing to risk arrest to shut down the Arsenal will be only one important 
part of the organizing. Local committees will need to take responsibility and commit time and re- 
sources to organize in their areas, 4 training manual is in preparation to aid in this work. There 
will be a local coordinating center in the Quad Cities, and regional coordination out of Chicago 
and Milwaukee. Regional groups are encouraged to help in ongoing outreach to workers and the local 
community. Groups should send people to the Quad Cities on a day in April and May to survey the 
Arsenal, develop their plans for the action, and contribute to leafletting and other outreach. 
Organizers will tour the Midwest to aid in logistics and outreach. Local groups are planning to 
leaflet and legally demonstrate at the annual Armed Forces Day open house at the Arsenal on 
Saturday, May 19, setting the stage for the later blockade. Major events such as the Iowa Peace 
Chautauqua outside Des Moines on May 19 can also help build the action. : 


MASS DIRECT ACTION AGAINST WAR 


A regional direct action in June could have a tremendous impact on the anti-war movement in the 
Midwest and nationally. Nationally coordinated actions have been called for Sept. 24, but that is 
too long to wait. We can build for the fall actions with a strong and effective action in the Mid- 
west. We will not stop wars and nuclear preparations by defeating Reagan, We must take direct action 
no matter who is elected. We should look not to politicians but to ourselves to stop war by mass 
direct action. 


LOCAL CONTACT: Projéct Disarm, Box 4551, Des Moines, Iowa 50306 


Thank you, Lord, for Ronald Reagan, 
We were beginning to be enamoured, 
but we needed the cold slap in our 
faces; we needed the bitter surprise. 


Thank you, Lord, for awakening us 
with the irony of this actor's guise, 
In the fullness of injustice we have 
beheld his lies. Their cries. 


Now we remember. Enough perhaps 

to be different from our might-have- 
been ways. Now we've been shocked 
into seeing and knowing -- realizing. 


Lord, we are humbled by your ways 
that you teach: through theives and 
murderous men. But now, we have 
learhed something (by your grace). 


This is not our world; this is our 
own world. We stand on a brink and 
look down. You are here now, but so 
is this One we dearly disavow. 


Teach us, dear Savior, through Reagan. 
Teach us to know why such folks 

go astray, wreaking havoc in lives, 
why they do not mind causing pain. 


Teach us through purifiostian_2— 
body, soul, spire and mind. Forget 


now ourselves, but be led by You. 
Follow not fools like these scamps. 


Russell Simmons 


{continued from page 4) 


And I ask you not to speak for me 
either. For I shall be in Pascagoula 
that day to speak for myself. To 
shout as loudly as I can, "The IOWA 
is a vessel of death; it is a work 
of idolatry, a sin against God!" 

"And they worshipped the dragon 
which gave power unto the beast; and 
they worshipped the beast, saying, 
‘who is like unto the beast? Who is 
able to make war with it?" 

Rev, 13:4 

The Lamb is, that's who! 2nd the 
Lamb of God and those who follow his 
way shall overcome the beast. 

‘Amen, Come, Lord Jesus!" 

Anticipating the victory, 

Nick McNamara 


P.S. If anyone wishes to join me in 
Pascagoula on April 28, or join ina 
demonstration here in Des Moines 

that same day, contact the Des Moines 
Catholic Worker house, 
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THE PARROTS 


by Ernesto Cardenal 


My friend Michel who's in charge of 
Somoto 

up near the Honduran border 

tells me they caught a shipment of parrots 

about to be smuggled to the United States 

where they'd learn to speak English. 

There were one hundred eighty six parrots 

and forty seven had already died in their 
cages 

And Michel took the parrots home; 

just as the truck approached Los Llanos, 

near the mountains where the parrots once 
lived 

(the mountains so high near the plains) 

they became wild and began to flap their 
wings, 1 

pushing against the bars of their cages. 

And when the cages were opened they all flew 
like arrows toward their mountains. 

That's what the revolution did for us, 
I thinks 

took us out of the cages 

in which we were being carried off to 
learn English 

and sent us back to the land we were: pulled 
from. ; 

Green as parrots, our people gave those 

parrots back their own green mountains. 

But forty seven had died. 


(Ernesto Cardenal is Nicaragua's Minister of 
Culture, He is an ordained priest and is one 
of the best known poets in Latin America.) 


